
Language Families in South America 

(http://lingweb.eva.mpg.de/numeral/)

 Chibchan 

 Choco 

 Witotoan 

 Tacanan 

 Arawakan 

 Carib 

 Quechuan 

 Tupi 

 Tucanoan 

 Panoan   

 Mataco-Guaicuru 

 Macro-Ge 
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 Other isolates, unclassified and smaller South American 

Indigenous languages:

    Alacalufan, Araucanian, Arutani-Sape, Aymara, Barbacoan,

Cahuapanan,     Chapacura-Wanham, Jivaroan, Katukinan, 

Lule-Vilela, Maku, Mascoian, Mura, Nambiquaran, Salivan, 

Uru-Chipaya, Yanomam, Zamucoan, Zaparoan 



 The Tupi Language Family

 Arikem: Karitiâna 

 Aweti: Aweti 

 Mawe-Satere: Sateré-Mawé 

 Monde:

     Aruá, Cinta Larga, Gavião do Jiparaná, Mondé, Suruí 

 Munduruku: Mundurukú, Kuruáya 

 Purubora: Puruborá 

 Ramarama: Karo 
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 Tupari: 

    Makuráp, Tuparí, Akuntsú, Sakirabiá, Wayoró 

 Tupi-Guarani: 

o Aurá: Aurá 

o Guarani: Pai Tavytera, Tapieté 

o Guarayu-Siriono-Jora II: Yuqui 

o Group I:  
    Aché, Chiripá, Western Bolivian Guaraní, Paraguayan 
Guaraní, 
    Eastern Bolivian Guaraní, Mbyá Guaraní, Kaiwá, Xetá 

o

o Group II: Guarayu, Sirionó 

o Group III: 

    Cocama-Cocamila, Omagua, Nheengatú 

o Group IV:

    Asuriní, Avá-Canoeiro, Guajajára, Parakanã, Suruí do 

Pará, 

    Tapirapé, Tembé 
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o Group V: 

    Xingú Asuriní, Araweté, Kayabí 

o Group VI:

    Amundava, Apiacá, Júma, Morerebi, Tenharim, Uru-Eu-Wau-

Wau 

o Group VII: Kamayurá 

o Group VIII:
    Anambé, Amanayé, Guajá, Emerillon, Urubú-Kaapor, 
Wayampi, Zo'é 

o

 Yuruna: Jurúna, Xipaya 
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THE MACRO-GE LANGUAGE FAMILY

A. Bororo Proper: Borôro, Umotína 

B. Botocudo: Krenak 

C. Chiquitano: Chiquitano 

D. Fulnio: Iatê 

E. Ge-Kaingang: 

1. Ge: 

a. Apinaye: Apinay  é 

b. Kayapo: Kayapo 

c. Kreen-Akarore: Panara  ́ 

d. Suya: Suyá 

e. Centralː Xavánte, Xerénte 

f. Timbira: Pará Gavião, Canela, Krahô, Kreye, Krikati-

Timbira 

2. Kaingang: Kaingáng, Xokleng 
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F. Guato: Guató 

G. Karaja: Karajá 

H. Maxakali: Maxakalí 

I. Opaye: Opaye 

J. Rikbaktsa: Rikbaktsa 

K. Yabuti: Arikapú, Jabuti 

THE ARAWAKAN LANGUAGE FAMILY

A. Maipuran: 

1. Central Maipuran:

    Mehináku, Parecis, Enawené-Nawé, Waurá, Yawalapití

2. Eastern Maipuran: Palikúr 

3. Mawayana: Mawayana   

4. Northern Maipuran: 

5.

a. Caribbean: Arawak, Garifuna, Wayuu 

b. Inland: 
    Achagua, Baniwa, Cabiyari, Carútana, 
Guarequena,
    Curripaco, Mandanhuaca, Ipeka-Tapuia, Piapoco,
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    Resígaro, Tariano, Yucuna 

c. Wapishana: Atorada, Mapidian, Wapishana 

6. Southern Maipuran: 

a. Bolivia-Parana: 
    Baure, Ignaciano, Terêna, Guana Trinitario 

b. Pre-Andine: 
    Ashéninka Pajonal, Asháninka, Caquinte, Nanti, 
    Ucayali-Yurúa Ashéninka, Pichis Ashéninka,
    South Ucayali Ashéninka, Machiguenga, 
    Nomatsiguenga, Ashéninka Perené 

c. Purus: 
    Apurinã, Mashco Piro, Iñapari, Machinere, Yine 

7. Western Maipuran: Yanesha', Chamicuro 

B. Unclassified: Xiriâna 
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